166                  EXAMINATION OF EVIDENCE
was to look at a bust which was shown him as being the bust that had been broken in pieces, and to obtain from Captain Colonna the assurance that he had had nothing to do with the matter.
The difficulty in accepting this evidence as conclusive is, that it did not meet the charge which had been preferred.    In two serious official documents, one  a proces verbal drawn up by the "podesta" of Bastia, the other by the procurator, both of them well-known Corsican officials, the general charge had been made. What was averred, as will be seen by Moore's contemporary Diary, was that, after the original bust had been smashed by the stilettos of Sir Gilbert's Corsican staff, another was substituted for it to show to Sir Gilbert and the public.    That new bust was obtained from a man well known to both Sir Gilbert, to Moore, and to the Corsicans.    Signor Peraldi's name appears often in the Diary before any question of the kind had arisen. It appears also in the Life of Sir Gilbert.   When Moore first met him (Peraldi) he was commandant at Ajaccio. He had been, like Pozzo, a delegate to the National Assembly of France.    He was one of the three commissioners sent by France to La Fayette's army during the War of Independence in America.    He was one of the few deputies to the Corsican House who managed to   get  through to  Corte on  its first meeting there. Altogether  Signor Peraldi  was  a  man from  whose house it could  hardly be falsely alleged that a bust had been removed without its becoming known, at least to the English officers, that the charge was untrue. He appears to have allowed it to be taken by Pozzo expressly in order to avoid scandal.    To Moore and the other English officers the question whether it was so substituted for the smashed bust or not, could hardly behis biographer, did doorgo at all events. He is, they say, directed by him like a child. They dread a disturbance and the loss of the British connection and protection. The Dolphin sailed last night to Civita Vecchia for Mr. North, the Secretary of State.ngly to-morrow evening. If they do so quietly, they will give a great instance of forbearance andareful to keep his
